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Portrait  of  Calvin 

[The  Portrait  is  named  “of  Strasbourg’’] 
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Title  page  of  "The  Institutes  of  the  Christian  Religion," 
first  edition,  exact  size 


House  in  which  Calvin  was  born  in  Noyon,  Picardy 

(Left)  the  Picardy  Museum.  The  latter  was  destroyed 
by  the  Germans  during  the  War,  and  afterwards  rebuilt 
by  the  Huguenot  Society  of  Paris. 


NOTES 

ON  CALVIN  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

i. 

Le  portrait  k l’huile,  conserve  dans  l’Eglise  frangaise  de  Hanau,  le 
represente  dans  la  force  de  l’age. 

II. 

Le  portrait,  dit  de  Strasbourg,  place  en  tete  d’un  ouvrage  de  Calvin, 
represente  dans  un  age  plus  avance  (longtemps  apres  qu’il  eut 
quitte  Strasbourg  ou  il  avait  des  1538  fonde  la  premiere  eglise 
reformee  frangaise). 

III. 

Institution  de  la  religion  chretienne,  I'  edition  (1536),  Titre.  Commence 
pres  de  Paris  en  1533-1534,  par  l’auteur,  age  des  24  ans,  cet  ouvrage 
fut  imprime  a Bale  en  1535-1536.  II  est  dedie  au  roi  de  France, 
Frangois  ier,  dans  l’espoir  qu’il  reconnaitra  que  les  “evangeliques” 
ne  sont  pas  des  revolutionaries  dangereux,  et  qu’il  cessera  de  les 
laisser  persecuter  par  la  Sorbonne  et  le  Parlement.  La  doctrine 
chretienne  est  ici  exposee  avec  force,  textes  bibliques  k l’appui ; de 
nombreuses  editions  de  plus  en  plus  augmentees,  ont  paru  du  avant 
de  Calvin. 

La  traduction  frangaise  faite  par  Calvin  lui-meme  et  publiee  a Geneve 
en  1541  est,  avec  un  livre  de  Rabelais,  le  premier  ouvrage  ecrit  en 
prose  frangaise  moderne,  done  un  monument  essentiel  de  la  langue 
classique.  Aucun  ouvrage  frangais  du  XVIe  siecle  n’a  ete  traduit  en 
autant  de  langues.  Une  premiere  traduction  anglaise  parut  a Londres 
en  1561. 

IV. 

Calvin  est  ne  en  Picardie,  a Noyon,  le  10  juillet,  1509.  Sa  maison  natale 
a subsiste  jusqu’en  1918,  epoque  k laquelle  elle  fut  detruite  par  les 
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SCOTTISH  CHURCH  HISTORY  SOCIETY 


Allemands  lorsqu’ils  bombarderent  la  ville  occupee  par  eux  pendant 
quatre  ans.  L’emplacement  a ete  achete  par  la  Societe  de  l’Histoire 
du  Protest antisme  frangais  qui  a rebati  cette  maison  sur  les  fondations 
encore  existantes,  d’apres  les  dessins  et  photographies  anterieurs  a 
la  guerre.  Dans  la  “ chambre  de  Calvin  ” ont  ete  rassembles  des 
portraits,  des  livres,  medailles  et  autres  documents  relatifs  a la 
vie  et  a l’oeuvre  du  reformateur.  Le  batiment  contigu  (a  droite 
sur  Tillustration)  est  un  Musee  historique  des  Eglises  reformees  et 
oeuvres  protestantes  du  nord,  entre  Paris  et  la  frontiere  beige. 

Cette  maison  de  Calvin  rebatie  a ete  inaugurate  en  1927  en  presence  des 
representants  d’Eglises  reformees  constitutes  selon  le  rtgime  presby- 
ttrien  dans  une  trentaine  de  pays,  et  elle  regoit  chaque  annte  des 
visiteurs  de  plus  en  plus  nombreux.  Le  reformateur  frangais  disait 
dtjk  avec  reconnaissance  : Mihi  sunt  filii  in  orbe  universo. 

J.  Pannier,  D.D. 


Translation 

1. 

The  portrait  in  oil  in  the  French  Church  of  Hanau  represents  him  in 
the  prime  of  manhood. 


II. 

The  so-called  Strasburg  portrait,  which  was  placed  as  a frontispiece  to 
Calvin’s  work,  represents  him  in  a more  advanced  age,  long  after 
he  had  left  Strasburg,  where,  in  1538,  he  had  founded  the  first 
reformed  church. 


III. 

Institution  de  la  religion  chretienne.  First  written  by  Calvin  in  1533- 
I534  near  Paris ; printed  at  Bale  in  1535-1536 ; the  author  was  only 
24  years  of  age.  First  edition  in  Latin,  1536.  It  was  dedicated  to 
Francis  I,  king  of  France,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  not  recognise 
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the  “ evangelicals  ” as  dangerous  revolutionaries  and  cease  to  permit 
them  to  be  persecuted  by  the  Sorbonne  and  the  Parliament.  The 
Christian  doctrine  is  forcibly  set  out  and  supported  from  biblical 
texts.  Numerous  editions,  being  more  and  more  added  to.  have 
appeared. 

The  French  translation,  made  by  Calvin  himself  and  published  at  Geneva 
in  1541,  was  with  a book  of  Rabelais  the  first  work  written  in  modern 
French  prose,  then  an  essential  monument  of  the  classical  language. 
No  French  work  of  the  16th  century  has  been  translated  into  so  many 
languages.  The  first  English  translation  appeared  in  London  in  1561. 

IV. 

Calvin  was  born  at  Noyon  in  Picardy  on  July  10,  1509.  The  house  in 
which  he  was  bom  existed  up  to  1918  when  it  was  destroyed  by  the 
Germans  when  they  bombarded  the  town  which  was  occupied  by 
them  for  four  years.  The  site  was  bought  by  the  Society  of 
Protestant  History  in  France  which  rebuilt  the  house  on  the 
foundations  that  still  existed,  after  pre-war  photographs  and  plans. 
In  “ Calvin’s  Room  ” were  brought  together  portraits,  books,  medals 
and  other  documents  relative  to  the  life  and  work  of  the  Reformer. 
The  building  to  the  right  of  the  illustration  is  a Historical  Museum 
of  the  Reformed  Churches  and  Protestant  works  of  the  North, 
between  Paris  and  the  Belgian  frontier. 

The  rebuilt  Calvin  House  was  inaugurated  in  1927  in  presence  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches  from  30  countries, 
and  it  receives  each  year  an  increasing  number  of  visitors.  The 
French  Reformer  might  gratefully  say,  Mihi  sunt  filii  in  orbe 
universo. 


The  Society  is  indebted  to  the  French  Protestant  Society 
and  to  its  Secretary,  Rew.  Jacques  Pannier,  D.D.,  for 
the  use  of  the  necessary  blocks. 


